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LaTonya Brown is the new Quality Enhancement Specialist (QES) for the Columbus Partnership for Children. She holds a bachelor's degree in Psychology from Winston-Salem State University. She has worked with the Columbus County Partnership for Children for 12 years and has served as the Program Evaluation Coordinator. She also served as the Program Specialist at the Robeson County Partnership for Children for a brief period of time. Currently, Brown serves as the Coordinator for the Raising A Reader project in addition to her role as the Quality Enhancement Specialist. 
The QES works one-on-one with child care providers, staff members, and directors on-site in temporary licensed and 1-5 star licensed child care facilities (includes centers, family child care homes, and Pre-K school sites in Columbus County).  Facilities with high enrollment with low program points and low education points; facilities that are committed to increasing their star rating and those up for star rating license renewal within 9-12 months are eligible for participation.  
After a Quality Enhancement Project Agreement is signed by the facility, the QES will develop a Technical Assistance Plan (TAP) and an Educational Facility Plan (EFP) in collaboration with the staff of the child care facility.  The TAP will be based on facility/classroom assessment using the appropriate Environment Rating Scale.  Technical Assistance methods may include, but are not limited to, assessing teacher education, use of the rating scales, modeling techniques, and general observation.
Licensed child care providers or individuals interested in opening a child care facility should contact LaTonya at 910-642-8226.
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